LESSON 2

READ ALOUD
Azeeyr, Navain (uh 21117 nuly RATIN) iri uny eleven

year old boy who lves in New D, Indin. Azeey

heging each day with prayers inhix finily s ternpile

room and then heads (o the kitehen tor hreakfunt,

FAocct'i'VsitY Sometimes he eaty toast and cercal, Moaore often he

cats poha, which is pulfed rice with nuty und coconut
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READ TO LEARN

8 roasted in butter and spices. Then Avzecs rides o hus
What is daily life like for a y ’

boy in India? . to school, where he studies 11 subjecty wix dayn i
VOCABULARY week. Tour of those subjects are different Tanguages. ‘
custom b
values THE BIG PICTURE /. S
Interaction Do parts of Azees/s e nound fmiliar 1o you? Home ® Cult
PLACES probably do, like cating coreal Tor breakfust and riding ‘/ I
New Delhi ‘ 4 bus 1o sehool, Many such customs are hired by ¥ IO
| people nround the world, Customt are ways of Hving - s
that people practice regulurly over thme, 50me of v Ylun
S Azees's customs, however, may not be familiar to you o Culty
" That I8 because the cultural region of Indla s very dif- - Influe
forent from that of the United States, Al

All cultures nre made up of many different CUBLOIN,
Those customs dotermine how we dres, play, cat, leirn,

& heys
i peop

] live with other people, and understand the world, Cus Hind
©toms can reveal o grent deal aboul what we believe it 4 ways
“'f' important in life, In fact, every detuil of our Jife suys ‘ feren
. gomething about the culture in which we live, © betw
Al
srriy
it
drn e Ccints
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Narain Bves with his parenss and

NS SN

shxvesr-aid brodther n JSw D2la
I The Narzins share many customs

nia in

ple in other parts of the worlc.

L
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Both parents work. for example. Azeer

© R

other teacies &t @ university ana nis

to the culture of India.

can understand these cus-
soms. however, vou need to know a bit

zhout India’s past

Culture and History

Throughout history people have
brought new customs and ideas to
Indiz. Thousands of vears ago the reli-
gion of Hinduism began shaping Indian
culere. It remains a very important
influence on Indian culture.

About 1,000 vears ago Muslims
began to setile in India. Muslims are
people who follow the religion of Islam.
Hinduism and Islam call for different
ways of thinking and living. These dif-
ferences in culiture have caused conflicts
between these groups in India.

About 250 years ago Britsh traders
¢ Tived in India and brought their own
L. (ustoms with them. Britain took over

This is 2 typical
street scene I Mew
Delbi. Indiz. How 5

3. What is the capital

3 ~

India for neariy 100 vears.

n 1

Indians still speak English.

The lives of Azeez and his family
reflect the different ¢
part of India’s rich past. lhe Narains
speak both Hindi and English. Azeez
loves to play cricket a game invented in
Britain that is a bit like baseball. Th
Narains are Hindu. as are most Indians.
However, the name Azeez is a combina-
tion of Muslim and Hindu words that
means “community-harmony.”
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CULTURE
HAS MANY PARTS

ASs you can S€e, a culture is made up of
gustoms that are passed down through
time. Azeez’s life shows that the ways
We speak, play, and view others can
reveal clues about our culture.

Values and Beliefs

One of the most Important parts of
any culture is its values, or the things
people believe are most important in
life. Many people’s values are shaped
by their religious beliefs.

As a Hindu, for example, Azeez
believes that all living things have souls
and are “a fraction of God.” Azeez’s
parents and grandparents have passed
many other Hindu values down to him.

The most important lessons which
my grandparents have taught me are
that we should live a simple life and
that we should not be attracted by
money. We should not hurt anyone,
including the animals. That’s why we
are strict vegetarians and don’t even
eat eggs.

Think about how the values or reli-
gious beliefs that you have been taught
affect the way you live from day to day.

Culture at Home

You can get many hints about what a
culture is like by seeing how people live
at home. The Narains live in a six-room
apartment. Their living room is filled
with books, sofas, a television with 15
channels, and carvings and pictures of
Indian leaders and Hindu gods. Mainly
traditional Indian food is cooked in the
kitchen, including Azeez’s favorite
dish—uttapam (OOT uh pam). Azeez
describes this as “a sort of south Indian
pizza made of rice with vegetables,
coconut, and dried fruit.”
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A temple room honors the Hindn
god Krishna. Fach morning and

evening Azecz goces there to offer his
prayers. On Sundays the Narains triavel
to the local temple to waorship.

Think about how the way you live
at home reflects your family’s helicfs
and customs.

Cultures Change

Cultures do not stay the same for
ever. They constantly change through
their interaction with other cultures.
Interaction is the exchange of ideas
and customs.

The Narains, for example, do not
cook only Indian food. Sometimes they
make Chinese or American food us
well. Once in a while Azeez plays chess,
a game probably invented in India




-

over 1,000 years ago. The style of chess
Azeez plays today, though, was created
through interaction between Asian and
European cultures.

Another part of Indian culture that
has changed is the role of women.
Today women in India, especially in
cities, have much more freedom and
many more rights than in the past. In
fact, Indians elected a woman, Indira
Gandhi, as head of their government
in 1966. Azeez’s 11-year-old cousin
Kalayani (ka luh YAH nee) says of
her future, “I can do anything I want
to do.”

Azeez at School

Just as home life reveals much about
a culture, so does life at school. Azeez
attends school six days a week and
must wear a uniform. Because so many
different languages are spoken in India,
Azeez studies four different languages:
Hindi, English, Bengali, and Sanskrit,
which is an ancient written language.

Classes are taught in Hindi and English.
‘Besides languages, Azeez also studies

history, geography, math, science,
government, and music.

Azeez enjoys playing
chess and making music
with friends. Here, he is
playing the mridanga, a
traditional Indian two-
headed drum.

g I{IIOW?

tht language is spoken in India today?
A Iahlg:‘uége;éalrled Hmdl ’isﬁtyhe/" ,t(n)qst o
" widely spoken fanguage in . = ¢

Other Parts of
Culture at School

One instrument Azeez plays in
music class at school is the mridanga
(mri DAHNG guh), a two-headed drum
used in Indian music. Every day Azeez
eats in the school lunchroom with his
friends. No meat or egg dishes are
served. Instead, the students have spicy
vegetables and lentils with rice, and i
breads fried in butter.

N

Government

New Delhi, where Azeez lives, is the
capital of India. India’s government is
similar to that of the United States.
Indians vote for leaders to represent
them in government. This form of gov-
ernment, called a represeniative democ-
racy, is an important part of India’s
culture. It gives all Indians z say in how
they are ruled. When Azeez turns 18.
he, too, will be able io vote for the
leaders of his government. How old will
you have to be to vote in elections in
the United States?
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WHY IT MATTERS

"i":cqu"‘yrli’ﬁqm"y’ Ireland .~ 7 Wl Whenever and whereyer people i
RO s e ’ s p 4 ) B

* Homs Livés in a farm coftage with ! [fved, thelr Jives hayve Jeen shisgeed 1y
<his parents and sister . ' the culture around them, /A Gilture’s
- LanGuages English - " e : yaliaests, fooel
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/ Brian Lawlor; age 11
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part of the story you will resd g this
book. dn the chapters 1o Corne you il
read shout the world’s many different
cultupes, Interaction fctyeess thse ol
Bares over (e yeiars fist orestoed thic
ancinating and compler world that we
Jive: i todiy.

W/ Reviewing Facts and Ideas

SUM IT up

o All cultures are ade up of sirilar
parts, such as celigion, government,
and cducation,

® Vidues uffect not anly wist 2000008
believe, but also how they live,

o Cultures change as people of differen
cultures intersct withy one another,

THINK ABOUT IT

1. What are some clues you can sty
Lo Jearn about 4 culture?

2. How has religion shaped life for
people in India?

3. Focus What has Azcer Narain's life
taught you about the many parts of
Indian culture?

4. THINKING SKILL ‘What are two
gencralizations that you could make
about Azeer's family?

5. WRITE Write an article for visitors
from other countries, Describe how
culture in the United States has been
shaped by interaction with other
cultures,

19




